How much of a problem are these
substances for youth?

Cigarettes/Tobacco
13% Not a problem
56% Somewhat of a problem
28% Severe problem

Beer
8% Not a problem
45% Somewhat of a problem
43% Severe problem

Marijuana [pakalolo]
8% Not a problem
50% Somewhat of a problem
38% Severe problem

Ice (Crystal Methamphetamine)
10% Not a problem
35% Somewhat of a problem
49% Severe problem

Cocaine/Crack
15% Not a problem
43% Somewhat of a problem
31% Severe problem

Ecstasy
27% Not a problem
47% Somewhat of a problem
19% Severe problem

Community Resources for
Youth Violence Prevention

e More than half of the participants (54%) felt
that there are adequate and available
recreational facilities especially for teens, such
as after-school hangouts, basketball courts, a
place for dances, etc.

e 4 out of 5 participants (82%) felt that there are
adequate and available youth clubs and
organizations, such as softball, Boy and Girl
Scouts.

e Most participants (65%) felt that schools teach
kids how to solve problems without violence.

e Most participants (64%) agreed that local
neighbors organize crime watch councils.

e About half of the participants (49%) agreed
that resources for parenting skills regarding
youth violence are available.

More than half of the participants (55%)
agreed that children receive adequate
supervision at home.

Summary

As community safety and the prevention of youth
violence, crime, and delinquency continue to be
recognized as a public-health concern across the U.S.,
monitoring these aspects of a community is important
in understanding the issues that the community may
face. The financial cost associated with youth violence
(e.g., medical, lost of productivity, mental health of the
victim, perpetrator and witnesses), in the United States
is well over $150 billion each year (Children’s Safety
Network Economics & Data Analysis Resource Center,
2000).

Surveys are just one means by which we can better
gauge the community’s attitudes, beliefs, and
perceptions from those who know the community the
best. These surveys can also help to measure
changes over time.

In general, the results of this study suggested that
most individuals who participated in the survey felt safe
in their community—this despite the relatively high
rates of problems regarding youths’ behavior. In
addition, participants felt that they have support from
their neighbors. Most participants tended to agree on
what is going on in their community, what keeps
youths out of trouble, and what contributes to youth
violence. Most participants tended to agree that
substance use/abuse and influences from families and
peers are important determinants of youth
development.

Next year, we will continue to survey different
households regarding community safety and youth
violence prevention, to explore the assets and
challenges faced by the community, and to assess the
needs of the community and its members.

Mahalo for your participation and help.

Sincerely,

Earl S. Hishinuma, Ph.D.
Principal Investigator

Janice Chang, Psy.D.
Program Manager
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This graph illustrates the percentage of participants
who “agreed” or “strongly agreed” that these
behaviors are a problem with youth in their community.




